The  minutes  of  the  hearing  show  that  none  of  the  21  Germane  /T.H: 

HBI CHSDEUTSHEir/  eeized  on  the  Aeama  Maru  belong,  to  the  activTlist  of 
the  German  Armed  force..  Tram  the  li.t  of  the  eeized  it  appear,  that 
the  Bnglich  were  aiming  at  ship's  officer,  and  technically  trained 

£*5"*  “f  ereS  bedrldden  /»“/  Mined.  According 

to  First  Officer  Fock,  who  had  escaped  seizure  by  hiding,  the  vew  Terk 

Standard  Oil  representative  declared  before  their  departure  that  according 
to  •  communication  of  the  British  Consulate-General  passage  for  former 
German  employees  of  Standard  Oil  /*as/  unobjectionable. 


u.  .  t*  fi l9t  *»/*/  tran"mltted  the  fact,  of  the  ca.o  to  the  Ibreign 
Minister  by  note  and  requested  early  communication  of  the  decision,  of 

vhilo  emphasizing  the  illegal  /contrary  to  inter¬ 
national  law/  nature  of  the  British  action* 


Soek  as  maxlnum  goal  sf  further  prccedure  freeing  of  those  seized 
Brought  thl.  thought  t.  th.  Ihr.lgu  Mlnlot^  hor.  pr^oljr  SnlJ  0^- 

"lt5  MBtollty,  ul.o  oorro.pond.  tf 

urgent  advice  of  Ambassadors  0. . .and  Shir .  (groups  garbled). 


d  ^  ionnand  aP*  occupied  at  present  with  the 
interrogation  of  the  Japanese  captain  and  individual  investigation. 
Spokesman  of  Foreign  Ministry  announced  a  sharp  protest  as  a  Japanese 
minimum  measure  at  today's  press  conference.  Representative  of  Navy 
Ministry  delivered  similar  statement  to  Naval  Attache'. 


r.  * 


Japanese  press  and  public  express  unanimously  strongest  sympathy 
for  German  seamen  and  indignantly  reject  English  action.  JapaSSTaJd 

n a ?  *  **  ?  °f  ^  incidflnt  ▼i«orouely  sided  with  Germans. 
Even  tirror  to  Washington,  Shanghai,  Hsinking. 


13  copies  drawn  up,  of  which: 


to  W.  (Working  copy) 

"  GJM. 

"  State  Secretary 
"  Chief  Auslande-Organization 
"  B.  RA.  1 

"  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Politics 
"  Undor  Secretary  of  State  /last  word  illegible/ 
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•  •  0050  Krs.  ■ 
1930  " 


26  January  1940 
26  "  " 


Tokyo, 
Arrival : 


’  m 


uFas,  -.-v.t- 


.  .3 


;«5S 


.  <W| 


Expressed  /my/  personal  conorrn  to  the  authority  that  Japanese  action 
might  arouse  serious  ill-feeling  in  Berlin.  I  consider  the  deeper  reason 
for  this  strange  attitude  lies  in  petty  concern  of  the  government  here  lost 
the  sole  appearance  of  Germany  with  a  special  mission  should  damage  Javan's 
neutral  position  in  the  eyes  of  third  powers.  Add  to  this  that  Court 
Circles,  greatly  porturbed  by  the  anti-British  ware  occasioned  by  the  "Asama 
Maru",  fear  further  increase  of  pro-German  popular  feeling  from  IXikc's  vioit 
at  the  present  moment.  In  support  of  these  uurmiarJ.a  stands  the  fact  that, 
as  I  have  heard  in  strict  confidence,  the  Government  wes  considering  shortly 
before  the  Asama  case  giving  the  Duke  a  great  welcome  p.s  a  state  guest. 


Ambassador  OSHIMA,  too,  indicates  that  the  anti-British  movement  la 
the  principal  reason  for  sudden  "highly  unfortunate-ii*.f axrf  withdrawal  of 
Japanese  Government  from  promise  extended  openly  in  Berlin.  Objectively, 
however,  ho  sees  in  postponement  of  the  trip  possible  advr-ntage*  for  our 
policy,  because  anti-British  movement  promlsoe  to  take  full  rffeot  if  it  is 
not  oncumbored  with  suspicion  of  German  influencing.  According  to  information 
just  reoelved  movement  is  spreading  into  broad  party  circles*  end  might  lend 
to  serious  struggles  in  the  Diet  in  February  and  Kerch,  perhaps  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  government.  OSHIMA  recommends  postponement  of  the  trip  to 
April-Mny  (group  garbled),  but  to  reserve  the  exact  dAte. 


Roich  IT.  St.  Sec.  Pol. 

For  the  Minister  Dir.  Cult. 

Dg.  Pol. 

Ref.  Tolegram  of  18th,  No.  39  X)  ?  StAhmer 

X)  Pol.  VIII  63.  /T.N:  pencil  underlining  in  original/ 


As  I  hoar  confidentially,  Japanese  Foreign  Ministry  has  ordered 
Ambassador  Kurusu  to  roqueet  the  /German/  Foreign  Offico  to  defer  the 
planned  visit  of  the  Duke  of  Coburg  until  March  or  better  April,  since 
the  time  for  properation  for  recaption  of  such  a  distinguished  vinit  is 
inadequate  and  all  the  authoritative  political  leaders  are  too  preoccupied 
with  the  Diet.  Since  special  mleslona  of  foreign  nations  on  the  occasion 
of  the  celebration  of  the  foundation  of  the  7mplre  arc  not  envisaged, 
Foreign. Ministry  requests  that  the  Dukh's  vibit  bn  designated  a  friendship 
mission  /TN:  goodwill  mission/. 
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tPs  roc.  no.  4048.-  ira«  is  «  _  V 

» 47^01’  •  •*  *  fj  r*i 

I  propo.o  «hr  wtaM*  f  SlS  £» 

Japan  delayed  onr  verk,  immediate  oontU«J*  n  «  th^t  p  teful  in' 
a%oo*-will  Tielt  to  Jnpa*  on  the  return  trip,  l  snouxu 
anfea".  for  carrying  out  of  STaHMJS  infection  trip.  . 
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